
St. Wenceslaus Cemetery - New Prague, Minnesota 
Frequently Asked Questions 
 
 
 
Who is eligible to buy a grave and/or be buried in St. Wenceslaus 
Cemetery? 
 Any individual who is a current or former parishioner or who is related to 
someone, by blood or marriage, who is buried in St. Wenceslaus Cemetery, is 
eligible to purchase a grave space and/or be buried in St. Wenceslaus Cemetery. 
 
How much do graves cost? 
  Cost of grave spaces depends on whether the purchaser is registered as 
a parishioner or not, and where in the cemetery the grave is located.  Costs 
range from $200 for an infant grave, to $1100 for a single grave space for a non-
parishioner in an area that allows upright monuments.   
 
What other costs are there? 
 At the time of burial, besides the gravedigger’s charge, there will be 
cemetery staking fee, records fee, and maintenance fee.  
 Check with the parish house or the current records keeper for a current 
price list and more details. 
 
Do you have to have a funeral home involved to have a burial in St. 
Wenceslaus Cemetery? 
 St. Wenceslaus Cemetery very strongly encourages (and can require) the 
use of a licensed funeral (home) director in order to ensure the proper filing of 
legal permits, authorizations, identification, and handling of the remains. 
 
Can I install a monument or cemetery marker myself? 
 As long as the person installing the monument or marker is qualified and 
adheres to the minimum guidelines as provided to the professional monument 
dealers this is allowed. Marking for placement must be done by a cemetery 
advisory board member qualified to stake out the site. 
 
Are there restrictions for cemetery markers? 
 Memorialization is subject to review and approval by the St. Wenceslaus 
Cemetery Advisory Board.  Restrictions apply on size, shape, and placement 
monuments and markers.  Inscriptions must maintain the dignity of the cemetery 
and respect the sensitivities of the parish. Questionable, objectionable, or 
offensive memorialization is not allowed. Unauthorized memorialization may be 
removed without notice. 
 
 
Can burials be placed one above another? 



 Cremains burials can be placed one above another.  In some cases it is 
possible for cremains to be buried above a full-casketed burial.  A full-casketed 
burial may not be placed above another.  Double depth burials should be pre-
planned. 
 
 
How many burials can be placed in a single grave? 
 Multiple cremains burials can be placed in a single grave space.  The 
number allowed depends on the size of the grave space and memorialization.  
There is a “Right of Additional Interment” fee associated with each additional 
burial in an occupied grave. 
 
 
What is allowed for gravesite flowers and decorations? 
 Decorations must be part of the monument or marker.  Items left at the 
gravesite that interfere with the maintenance of the cemetery may be removed by 
a cemetery advisory board member or the caretaker without notice. More specific 
rules are posted at the cemetery. 
 
 
Who is responsible for cemetery maintenance? 
 Snow plowing (as needed), grass cutting, and tree trimming are done by 
the cemetery.  The settling, and reseeding of new graves is generally done by 
the contract gravedigger. Monuments are lot owner family’s responsibility. 
 
 
How do I find a particular burial? 
 Contact the current records keeper for help with locating a gravesite.  
Multiple site requests and help with genealogical searches take considerably 
time and may not be addressed immediately.  Multiple sources of information 
exist.  Check with the records keeper, the NP Library, or the New Prague 
Historical Society for help. 
 
 
What other rules are there? 
 Regulations not addressed by the St. Wenceslaus Cemetery Policies 
statement will defer to the Minnesota Catholic Cemetery Rules & Regulations 
publication (c. 2006, or current). 
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